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and believe in its promises; we had no chance of examining its
practical validity. Once the ideal is realised, we can no longer
believe blindly; we must face the reality and have the courage
to tell the truth about it. Has the ideal turned out as expected?.
Has it yielded the promised result? Now Communism is prac-
tised in the Soviet Union, we can examine it and see whether it
is really what we wanted. Many of those who for years
cherished and worked for the ideal of Socialism or Communism,
seem to have been disillusioned by the conditions f in Soviet
Union. It will not do to dismiss their opinion summarily, and
condemn them as propagandists of counter-revolution. Many
of those whom disillusionment has compelled to be critics of
the Soviet Union, were lifelong fighters for revolution and
Socialism. Why should they suddenly become counter-
revolutionaries? The verdict of the rulers of the Soviet Union
and their henchmen abroad cannot simply be taken for granted.
The internal condition of the Soviet Union is not a matter of
opinion, but of fact. We must ascertain facts and not be
simply swayed by this or that opinion. Having ascertained
facts, we shall form 'our opinion. It will be an opinion based
on truth, and a revolutionary should have the courage to stand
by truth.
The objective and impartial attitude on our part would be
to say that, until we know the facts as they really are, we shall
withhold judgment. Meanwhile, reports of people whose
opinion cannot be simply dismissed, do cause a certain amount
of doubt and m/sgiving. However, it has also to be borjie in
mind that, the Soviet Union being a new type of State, any
danger for it is a danger for the future of humanity. Therefore,
in a crisis, we should be on the side of the Soviet Union. That
appears to be the only consistent and impartial attitude that a
free fighter for freedom, a fighter for freedom with a free spirit,
can take up. Any other attitude would mean that enslavement
of my spirit qualifies me to be a fighter for freedom. I am not
prepared to take up that attitude. We should take a non-
committal, impartial, objective attitude regarding points of fact.
At the same time, it is necessary for us to examine some of
our theoretical presuppositions which are considered to be the
fundamentals of Marxism. One question that arises in Bay inind